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refused any clear explanation with the Cabinet of
Vienna, because it felt that only by equivocation
could be kept up, if not the reality, at least the
appearance of harmony. It must be acknowledged
in justice to Count Otto, that he neglected nothing
to free Ms sovereign's mind from dangerous illusions,
and to set before him in true colors the condition of
Germany in general, and of Austria in particular.
Napoleon would have done well if he had listened to
the wise and respectful advice of this diplomatist, a
man of honor, who, at the risk of displeasing his
master, had the courage to tell him the whole truth.